4th Grade Departmentalization 
Frequently Asked Questions
1.  Why is 4th grade being departmentalized?
Departmentalization gives each teacher the time to devote 100% of her concentration and efforts on a single subject and to do her best job teaching that single subject instead of spreading her resources thinly across 5 subjects.  The decision to departmentalize fourth grade was not taken lightly, and based off the outstanding performance of Hesse’s 5th graders on the May 2012 CRCT, departmentalizing fourth grade just made sense, especially now that students are being pushed more and more to perform at higher and higher levels by the state.  While there is no guarantee of success, it is definitely worth a try given the gains that 5th grade experienced with departmentalization.
2.  Why now?
This year is “Year One” for implementation of the new CCGPS in math, ELA, and reading.  CCGPS stands for Common Core Georgia Performance Standards, which are the standards teachers will now use to determine what is taught and assessed at each grade level.  These new standards are much more in-depth, more rigorous, and require deep understanding of content on behalf of the teachers and students.  Departmentalizing this year enables each teacher to focus on the new demanding and tough standards she will be teaching your child this year.  To view the standards, please visit www.georgiastandards.org.
3.  What will the schedule be like?  What will classes be like?
Students will start each morning in their homeroom classroom, then move with their homeroom class to each of the 4 teachers for their core subject instruction.  Each teacher is teaching her “area of expertise” and is excited to share her love of her respective 4th grade subject with your child!  Your child will eat lunch, go to specials and recess, and begin and end their day with their homeroom teacher.  Basically, the only thing changing about your child’s day is the fact that he/she will have more than one teacher and will visit more than one classroom throughout the day.

4.  Will my child have to drag his/her backpack around all day?
Your child will leave his/her backpack in his/her homeroom classroom.  Students will take their supply box and their binder with them to each class and that’s it! (  If your child is signed out in the middle of the day, he/she will simply drop by the homeroom classroom to gather any belongings.
5.  Who do I contact if I have a question about my child’s performance in class or if my child has a change in transportation, etc?
You will receive each teacher’s e-mail address at Open House.  The first week of school, each teacher will send home a letter about her class and include her school phone number.  If you have a concern or question about S.S. or science, you will e-mail/call Mrs. Roux.  If you have a concern or question about math, you will e-mail/call Miss Miller.  If you have a concern or question about ELA, you will e-mail/call Mrs. Mixon.  If you have a concern or question about reading, you will e-mail/call Mrs. Thompson.  If your child has a change in dismissal/transportation, or is out sick, etc., you will e-mail your child’s homeroom teacher.  If your child is out for more than a day and needs make-up work sent home, just e-mail his/her homeroom teacher and we will be happy to collect your child’s work from each teacher and send it up to the office for you to pick up.

6.  How will departmentalizing affect behavior at school?
All four teachers have the same reward system, incentives, and behavior system.  All 4th grade teachers give out checks for poor behavior choices, reward positive behavior with tickets (for drawings for prizes at the end of the week), and reward students who complete homework and go “check-free” all week with “Lunch Bunch” on Fridays.  Behavior in the hallway during transition times is taught and practiced routinely so that all students are aware of proper behavior in the hallway when switching classes.  Students are not just released to the hallway to roam around between classes.  Students line up quietly outside each classroom’s door while waiting to enter.
7.  What about gifted students?  Will they still go to gifted classes?
Yes! (  Your child will go to gifted with his/her other classmates at the designated time each day.  If your child is not in the gifted program, your child will be part of an enrichment class with one of the four 4th grade teachers.  The enrichment classes are designed to enhance, build on, and improve your child’s areas of strength and weakness.


Question still not answered?  Want some more information??
Don’t forget that each teacher will be sending home information and details about her specific class during the first week of school, so be on the lookout for papers coming home with your child.  In the meantime, please feel free to discuss your concerns with us so we can help you and your child adjust to this change.  We know change is hard, but together we can make this a great experience for everyone involved!  We are here to make your child’s 4th grade year the best yet, and know that with a positive attitude and an open mind, this year WILL be the best! (
